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60 species of vascular plants (16 indigenous and 44 adventive to New 
Zealand) are recorded for the first time for Cuvier Island. Notable 
additions to the species l ist are briefly annotated. 

A separate species list and vegetation description is presented for 
Scott 's Monument, a small stack ly ing close to Cuvier Island. 

Cuvier Island (Repanga) lies 40 k m east of the northern tip of the 
Coromandel Peninsula. Information on its history and physiography, 
and location maps can be found i n Beever et al (1969) and W r i g h t 
(1981). 

In 1968, an Auck land Univers i ty Fie ld Club scientific trip to the 
island resulted in Parts I - IV of "Studies on the vegetation of Cuvier 
I s land" (Beever & Beever 1969, Beever et al 1969, Johnstone 1969, 
Parris 1969). 

F r o m 21 — 26 M a y , 1980, Fie ld Club made its second scientific tr ip 
to the island. Once again, a species list was made, and new records are 
presented in this paper. In addition, a detailed survey of Scott 's 
Monument, a small but steep rock stack approximately 50 metres 
offshore in Fairchi ld B a y , was completed. A separate species l ist and 
vegetation description of this stack follow below. 

The following 58 taxa are new records for Cuvier Island, being 
additions to the lists of Beever etal (1969) and Cheeseman (1896). The 
species are listed alphabetically and adventives are denoted by an *. 

S U M M A R Y 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 

A D D I T I O N S T O T H E V A S C U L A R F L O R A 

Achillea millefolium* 
Agrostis tenuis* 
Amaranthus lividus* 
Aster subulatus* 
Bromus mollis* 
B. unioloides* 

yarrow 
browntop 
purple amaranth 
sea aster 

prairie grass 
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Carex virgata 
Growing in swamp in small valley behind lighthouse settlement. 

Centaurium erythraea* centaury 
Cerastium fontanum subsp. 

triviale* mouse-ear chick weed 
Chenopodium murale* nettle-leaved fathen 
Cirsium arvense* Californian thistle 
Coronopus didymus* twin cress 
Cortaderia jubata* purple pampas grass 

Large colony on cliffs near Groper Point. 
C. selloana* pampas grass 

Scattered relatively young clumps on northern and north-eastern clifftops (e.g. in 
vicinity of former orchard). This species poses the great threat of widespread colonisation 
of the slip-prone north-eastern cliffs where it would have a disastrous effect on the 
regeneration of native communities. 
Co tula coronopifolia bachelor's button 
Cynodon dactylon* Indian doab 
Eupatorium adenophorum* Mexican devil 

Presumably both Mexican devil and the pampas grasses have appeared since the 1968 
survey as both are now reasonably common and prominent plants. As such, they are 
unlikely to have been overlooked by the earlier workers. 
Histiopteris incisa water fern 

Several sporelings were seen in a seepage over a soil bank behind the boulder beach in 
Landing Bay. 
J uncus articulatus* jointed rush 
J. gregiflorus rush 
J. pallidus rush 

Very tall clumps growing in pasture above lighthouse settlement on track up to Radar 
Station, 
J. planifolius 

Common, but heavily browsed by stock, in swampy area in valley above lighthouse 
settlement. 
J. usitatus rush 

Collected from clumps in pasture on the ridge above the lighthouse settlement. 
Lepidium pseudo-tasmanicum* 

The voucher specimen for the record of Lepidium ruderale by Beever et aL (1969) has 
been redetermined as L. pseudo-tasmanicum by Dr. P.J . Gamock-Jones. Plants collected 
by me in 1980 are also referable to L. pseudo-tasmanicum. 
Linum marginale* Australian flax 
Lotus pedunculatus* lotus major 
L. subbifloras* lotus hispidulus 

Both species of Lotus were identified from dead remains. It is probable that the L. 
corniculatus of Beever etal (1969) was L. subbiflorus. 
Lycopodium volubile clubmoss 

One colony seen adjacent to Main Ridge track between the old orchard area and the 
Radar Station. 
Mai us domestica* apple 

Several seedlings alongside the Main Ridge track near the Radar Station were 
uprooted. 
Malva parviflora* 
Matthiola incana* hoary stock 

Abundantly naturalised on slip debris along the base of the cliffs in Blanket Bay. Very 
robust plants with 20 - 30 mm thick branched stems, up to one metre tall. Empty remains 
of seed pods present in May. 
Medicago polymorpha* bur medick 

8 



Melicytus macrophyllus 
Mentha spicata* spearmint 
Modiola caroliniana* creeping mallow 
Paspalum dilatatum* paspalum 
P. distichum 

Abundant mat-forming grass at top of boulder beach in North-west Bay. 
Physalis peruviana* Cape gooseberry 

Abundant in tall grassland in former orchard area. 
Picris echioides* oxtongue 
Poa annua* 
Polycarpon tetraphyllum* allseed 
Portulaca oleracea* wild portulaca 
Prunus persica* peach 
Raphanus ? maritimus* sea radish 
Rubus sp* raspberry or boysenberry 

Several straggling plants remain (presumably from earlier planting) in old orchard 
area. 
Rumex acetosella* sheep's sorrel 
R. pulcher* fiddle dock 
Sagina procumbens* pearlwort 

Abundant on earth banks of Pumphouse Stream in North-west Bay. 
Scirpus chlorostachyus 
S. reticularis 
Senecio rufiglandulosus var. 

solandri 
A single seedling was found in disturbed soil adjacent to the cowshed at the lighthouse 

settlement. 
Silene gallica* catch fly 
Solanum nodiflorum small-flowered nightshade 
Stellaria parviflora native chickweed 

Found growing beneath dense forest on earth banks of stream flowing into Picnic Bay. 
Tmesipteris tannensis 

Growing on ponga (Cyathea dealbata) trunk beside track from Pumphouse Stream to 
Main Ridge, rare. 
Trifolium dubium* suckling clover 
T. glomeratum* clustered clover 
T. repens* white clover 
Vicia sativa* vetch 
Vulpia bromoides* vulpia hair grass 

S C O T T ' S M O N U M E N T 

Scott 's Monument is a small , sheer-sided stack or island r is ing to 
almost 59 metres high in Fairchi ld B a y . Access was obtained on the 
seaward (northern) side of the island. The first vascular plants were 
encountered in crevices at the back of the first major rock platform 
above sea level: N . Z . iceplant (Disphyma australe), a smal l 
pohutukawa (Metrosideros excelsa), Asplenium obtusatum subsp. 
northlandicum and glasswort (Salicornia australis). B a c k i n g this low 
platform were steep bluffs notable for masses of t iny olive-brown 
plates of the lichen Peltula euploca (formerly Heppia spectabilis) and 
occasional further clumps of Asplenium obtusatum. A t o p these bluffs 
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was the largest area of relatively flat rock on the island (the middle 
level), backed by further rock faces leading to the summit of the island. 
P lant cover on the middle level was divisible into three zones. 
Approximately half the area (on the seaward side) was bare rock, 
broken only by the growth of N .Z . iceplant along crevices. Towards the 
middle of the platform, ' islands' of low taupata (Coprosma repens), 
Hymenanthera novae-zelandiae and ngaio (Myoporum laetum) had 
developed. These ' islands' were surrounded by mats of N .Z . iceplant 
and Rhagodia triandra, amongst which grew quantities of the 
introduced prairie grass (Bromus unioloides). F ina l ly , at the base of the 
ascending bluffs was a 1-3 metre high scrub composed of taupata, 
Hymenanthera, ngaio and N .Z . flax, w i t h N .Z . spinach (Tetragonia 
trigyna) scrambling amongst them. M a n y of the ngaio were badly 
afflicted (some even fatally) w i th a black sooty fungus. 

O n smaller more sheltered terraces around to the west, the low bush 
also contained karo (Pittosporum crassifolium) and houpara 
(Pseudopanax lessonii), w i t h shining spleenwort (Asplenium 
oblongifolium) beneath. 

Despite the rocky nature of the summit of the island, many small 
pockets of vegetation occurred in the crevices and minature gullies 
between the large boulders. M o s t of the introduced herbs and grasses 
were found in small pockets of soil beneath karo, coastal karamu 
(Coprosma macrocarpa), houpara, taupata and Hymenanthera. 

A vascular flora of 37 species (including 11 adventives) was recorded 
for Scott 's Monument. 

Asplenium oblongifolium shining spleenwort 
A. obtusatum subsp. northlandicum 
Astelia banksii 
Bromus unioloides* 
Coprosma macrocarpa 
C. repens 
Coronopus didymus* 
Cyperus ustulatus 
Dactylis glomerata* 
Dichelachne crinita 
Disphyma australe 
Erigeron floribundus* 
Gnaphalium luteoalbum 
Hymenanthera novae-zelandiae 
Lepidium pseudotasmanicum* 
Lotus pedunculatus* 
L. subbiflorus* 
Metrosideros excelsa 
Muehlenbeckia complexa 
Myoporum laetum 
Poa anceps 
Phormium tenax 
Phytolacca octandra' 
Pittosporum crassifolium 

prairie grass 
coastal karamu 
taupata 
twin cress 

cocksfoot 
long-hair plume grass 
N.Z. iceplant 
broad-leaved flea bane 
Jersey cudweed 

lotus major 
lotus hispidus 
pohutukawa 
wire vine 
ngaio 

N.Z. flax 
inkweed 
karo 
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Plantago lanceolata* 
Polycarpon tetraphyllum* 
Pseudopanax lessonii 
Rhagodia triandra 
Salicornia australis 
Scirpus cernuus 
S. nodosus 
Senecio hispidulus 
S. lautus 
Solatium nodiflorum 
Spergularia marginata 
Sporobolus africanus* 
Tetragonia tetragonioides 

*denotes adventive species 

narrow-leaved plantain 
allseed 
houpara 

glasswort 

fireweed 
shore groundsel 
small-flowered nightshade 

ratstail 
N.Z. spinach 
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