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S U M M A R Y 
Forty-one species of birds are recorded for Great Mercury Island and its 

surrounding waters. Of these, thirteen species are seabirds, twenty-five species 
are 'w i ld ' landbirds and three species are domestically raised. 

I N T R O D U C T I O N 
Great Mercury Island provides a variety of habitats for birds, as it is no 

longer in its natural state. Much of the native bush has been removed from the 
island, leaving only small pockets of regenerated forest in the southern portion 
of the island. The northern and central parts o f the island are in pasture, which 
grades into scrub towards the southern end of the island. Swamps, both natural 
and man-made, located behind Tamewhera Point and on the tombolo behind 
White Beach, provide suitable habitats for some species of birds. A sheltered 
harbour, on the western side of the island, provides refuge and feeding grounds 
for bird species not normally seen on New Zealand's offshore islands. 

A species list was compiled from observations made by the nine members 
of the Auckland University Field Club scientific trip visiting Great Mercury 
Island from 11-17 May, 1975. 

No attempt was made to identify seabirds seen on the outward and 
homeward sea voyages. 

Domestic turkeys, geese and fowls are excluded from the species list. 

A N N O T A T E D SPECIES L I S T 
Little blue penguin (Eudyptula minor) 

One seen at sea off Paritu Point. 

Grey-faced petrel (Pterodroma macroptera) 
Burrows found on cliff-tops at south-eastern side of island. N o birds seen. 

Australian gannet (Sula bassana) 
Small numbers observed fishing around the island. 

Pied shag (Phalacrocorax varius) 
Thirty-one nests counted in seven pohutukawa trees (Metrosideros excelsa) 

about 200m upstream at Peach Grove Bay. A t least twenty-three of the nests 
were occupied and nestlings were observed in several of the nests. Forty-three 
adult birds were observed here. Many adults and juveniles were seen fishing and 
resting in the Peach Grove Bay area, particularly near the rocks off Bumper 
Cove. Three adults and one juvenile were seen in Huruhi Harbour. 
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Little black shag (Phalacrocorax sulcirostris) 
One seen in Huruhi Harbour. Two seen resting on rocks off Bumper Cove. 

Little shag (Phalacrocorax melanoleucos) 
One little pied shag seen at sea off Bumper Cove. Two of the 

white-throated phase seen resting on rocks off Bumper Cove. 

Brown duck (Elasmonetta chlorotis) 
Small numbers seen mixed with mallard about 100m upstream from Peach 

Grove Bay. 

Mallard (Anas platyrhynchus) 
Twelve seen flying over the northern end of the island. A flock in Peach 

Grove Bay stream, 100m upstream from the beach. 

Paradise duck (Casarca variegata) 
One pair seen in Peachgrove Bay stream, 100m upstream from the beach. 

White-faced heron (Ardea novae hollandiae) 
Two observed roosting in pine trees on the eastern side of Huruhi Harbour. 

Reef heron (Egretta sacra) 
Four seen feeding in Huruhi Harbour. 

New Zealand wood pigeon (Hemiphaga novaeseelandiae) 
Four observed feeding on puriri (Vitex lucens) berries in bush at the 

southern end of the island. 

Harrier (Circus approximans) 
A t least two range the island. Two were seen in the north of the island, 

one over the south. Two corpses were found on the beach. 

Brown quail (Synoicus ypsilophorus) 
Up to fifty observed in low scrub at the southern part of the island. 

Banded dotterel (Charadrius bicinctus) 
One pair seen at White Beach. 

Pukeko (Porphyria porphyrio) 
Abundant in swamp on tombolo (thirty-five seen on one occasion). 

Common at all other swamps. 

Variable oyster catcher (Haemotopus unicolor) 
Two seen at White Beach, and at Coralie Bay. 

Pied stilt (Himantopus himantopus) 
Three pairs seen feeding in the upper harbour. 

66 



Southern black-backed gull (Lams dominicanus) 
Seven adult and two juvenile birds observed in Huruhi Harbour. Several 

others seen around the island. Many birds can be called by dumping food into 
the sea and calling 'looka-looka-looka' at the entrance to Huruhi Harbour. 

Red-billed gull (Larus novaehollandiae) 
Seven seen in Huruhi Harbour. A flock seen on the beach at the entrance 

to the harbour. Others seen around the island. These birds also respond to calling 
at the entrance to the harbour. 

Caspian tern (Hydroprogne caspia) 
Two seen feeding at the head of Huruhi Harbour. 

Red-crowned parakeet (Cyanoramphus novaezelandiae) 
Three seen in bush at Peach Grove Bay. 

Morepork (Ninox novaeseelandiae) 
Heard near homestead at the entrance to Huruhi Harbour. None seen. 

New Zealand kingfisher (Halcyon sancta) 
Small numbers seen around the coast and at the homestead. 

Skylark (Alauda arvensis) 
Probably the most abundant bird on the island, apart from visiting 

starlings. Abundant in grassland areas. 

Welcome swallow (Hirundo tahitica) 
Four seen at Peach Grove Bay and two seen at White Beach. 

Grey warbler (Gerygone igata) 
Several seen in scrub and bush at the southern end of the island. 

Pied fantail (Rhipidura fuliginosa) 
Present mainly in bush and areas of scrub. 

Blackbird (Turdus merula) 
Two at the southern end o f the island. One heard in the pine trees on the 

eastern side of Huruhi Harbour. 

Silvereye (Zosterops lateralis) 
Flocks of up to thirty seen in scrub and bush at the southern end of the 

island. 

Bellbird (Anthomis melanura) 
Three seen in bush at the southern end of the island. 

Yellowhammer (Emberiza citrinella) 
Several in gorse and grassland at the northern end of the island. 
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Chaffinch {Fringilla coelobs) 
Heard daily at the homestead. One seen in pine trees at the northern end 

of Huruhi Harbour. 

Greenfinch (Carduelis chloris) 
Two seen in gorse at the northern end of Huruhi Harbour. 

Goldfinch (Carduelis carduelis) 
A flock of ten seen near the homestead. 

House sparrow (Passer domesticus) 
Small numbers seen around the homestead at the entrance to Huruhi 

Harbour. 

Starling (Sturnus vulgaris) 
Large flocks of up to three hundred birds observed in the fields at the 

northern end o f the island. At dusk the birds fly in a south-easterly direction, 
presumably to gather, or roost on the islands to the south-east o f Great Mercury 
Island. 

Indian myna (Acridotheres tristis) 
A flock of ten birds was seen at the homestead. Occasional birds were seen 

on the backs of cattle in the fields at the northern part o f the island. 

D I S C U S S I O N 
Of the thirty-one bird species recorded by Edgar (1962) for Great Mercury 

Island, eight species were not seen in May, 1975. These are: broad-billed prion; 
grey duck; New Zealand dotterel; white-fronted tern; song thrush; dunnock; tui 
and lesser redpoll. 

Tuis and Australian rosellas are known to have occasionally visited the 
island in very recent years. 

Notable additions to Edgar's species list are the white-faced heron, the 
welcome swallow, and the Indian myna. These are all recent arrivals in New 
Zealand. The three species of ducks, seen in May, 1975, were not recorded by 
Edgar and could be seasonal visitors seeking sanctuary. 

Notable additions to Edgar's species list are the white-faced heron, the 
welcome swallow, and the Indian myna. These are all recent arrivals in New 
Zealand. The three species of ducks seen in May, 1975, were not recorded by 
Edgar and could be seasonal visitors seeking sanctuary on the island when 
shooting season is in progress on the mainland. 

Edgar does not report' pukekos from Great Mercury Island, perhaps 
indicating a rapid population growth in the period from 1962 to 1975. 

In comparison with Red Mercury Island, (Fogarty and Douglas 1972), the 
bird fauna o f Great Mercury Island includes a wider variety of introduced birds 
and swamp birds, and fewer native bush species. These differences bear a direct 
relationship with vegetational cover of the islands. Red Mercury Island is 
completely bush-clad whereas Great Mercury Island is mainly grassland and 
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scrub with only small pockets of bush. 
Slipper Island, to the south of Great Mercury Island is farmed, whilst Shoe 

Island is mainly native bush. These islands, therefore, offer a variety of habitats 
for birds which is similar to that o f Great Mercury Island. Consequently, the bird 
fauna of Shoe and Slipper Islands as recorded by Douglas and Gubb (1974) is 
close to that for Great Mercury Island. 
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